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STANHOPE  DISTRICT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Weardale  Rural  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I  beg  to  subirit  to  you  my  Report  for  1909  along  with 
Birth,  Mortality  and  Infectious  Disease  Statistics  for  this  period. 

General  Description  of  District.  This  was  gone  into  in  some 
detail  in  my  Report  for  1907,  to  which  1  beg  to  refer  you.  In  my 
last  two  Annual  Reports  I  have  urged  the  advantages  that  would 
accrue  to  this  community  bv  the  planting  of  our  vast  moorland 
wastes  with  trees.  This  question  has  now  assumed  a  more  concrete 
shape,  our  legislature  having  expressed  its  approval  and  sanction  of 
such  planting.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  Parliament  will  soon  provide 
the  means  for  this  work  being  carried  out  on  an  adequate  scale, 
and  that  Stanhope  may  be  one  of  the  favoured  localities.  Trade  has 
been  moderately  good  in  the  district. 

Acreage  of  District  is  21,864. 


Population  of  District  is  2,615  according  to  census  of  1901 

Births.  There  were  72  births  during  the  year,  exactlv  the 
same  number  as  in  the  previous  year— 36  boys  and\36  girls.  This 
gives  a  birth-rate  of  27.5  per  1,000.  which  is  slightly  above  the 
average  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years  (26  2)  but  considerablv  below 
the  average  county  rate  of  35.5.  Four  illegitimate  births  are  included. 

Deaths.  There  were  37  deaths  registered  in  the  district, 
giving  a  local  death-rate  of  14.1  per  1,000.  Six  deaths  of  residents 
in  the  district  occurred  in  public  institutions  outside  the  district; 
adding  these  to  the  local  deaths  we  get  a  total  of  43  deaths,  equivalent 
to  a  general  death-rate  for  the  district  of  16.4  per  1,000.  This  is 
higher  than  the  average  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years  (14)  and  a 
fraction  higher  than  the  average  county  rate  of  15.7. 


Zymotic  Death  Rate. 
giving  a  zymotic  death-rate  of 
rate  was  1.6  per  1,000 


^  e  had  two  deaths  from  diphtheria, 
.8  per  1,000.  The  average  county 


1 UBERCUL08I8  Death  Rate.  There  were  four  deaths  from 
pulmonary  phthisis  and  three  deaths  from  other  tubercular  diseases 
giving  a  tuberculosis  death-rate  of  2.6  per  1,000  per  annum.  This 
Ik  rather  too  high. 


Cancer  Deaiti-Rate.  There  were  three  deaths  from  cancer 
a  death-rate  of  1  per  1,000. 

Infast  Mortality.  This  was  almost  NIL,  there  being  only 
one  death  under  twelve  months.  This  gives  a  rate  of  14  per  1,000 
registered  births.  The  average  county  rate  was  124. 

Ages  at  Death.  Deducting  the  above  infantile  death,  the 
average  age  at  death  was  52  years. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  incidenoe  of  infectious  disease  was  not  heavy;  I  had  Id 
notifications, — 7  cases  of  diphtheria  and  6  of  erysipelas.  For  the  cases 
of  diphtheria  disinfectants  were  supplied  by  your  Inspector  and 
subsequent  disinfection  of  rooms,  etc.,  carried  out  under  his  supervision; 
in  one  case  the  bedding  etc.  was  burnt.  Disinfection  of  a  house  after 
a  death  from  acute  phthisis  was  done  at  Frosterley. 

We  have  an  emergency  tent  hospital  equipment  for  dealing 
with  an}T  outbreak  of  small-pox.  In  this  connection,  I  wish  to  warn  the 
community  of  the  risk  that  is  being  most  foolishly  run  through  the 
prevalence  of  non-vaccination  of  infants.  The  state  provides  free 
vaccination  for  all  infants  by  properly  instructed  and  qualified  public 
vaccinators,  the  vaccination  being  performed  under  careful  aseptic 
conditions  and  by  pure  calf  lymph  prepared  under  government 
supervision.  All  the  old  objections  to  vaccination  for  which  there  was 
any  ground  have  been  done  away  with.  It  is  a  sad  commentary  on  t lie 
intelligence  of  the  district  that  above  40  per  cent  of  the  children  are 
unvaccinated  owing  to  erroneous  teaching  of  cranks. 

In  regard  to  the  question  of  a  general  isolation  hospital  for 
infectious  disease,  I  understand  that  the  Council  now  favours  the 
Jollybody  site.  This  would  be  quite  convenient  from  an  administrative 
point  of  view  provided  that  a  good  enough  road  were  made  to  it. 
Plans  for  the  hospital  are  now  nearly  completed. 

OTHER  SANITARY  MATTERS. 


Sewerage  Works.  These  are  at  Frosterley,  Hill  End, 
Crawley  side  and  Rookhope.  rl  hey  have  been  satisfactory  and  are 
regularly  flushed. 


Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Frosterley  on  grass  land.  I  Ids 
scheme  is  quite  satisfactory. 

Water  Supplies.  These  are  at  Frosterley,  Hill  End,  Rookhope, 
and  Eastgate,  and  they  all  give  a  plentiful  supply  of  good  water.  At 
Buckler  Dale  two  farms  have  been  connected  with  the  Council  s  mains. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  years. 


TABLE  I. — For  whole  District. 
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•Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  24,864 

Total  population  at  all  ages  ...  2,615 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  574  At  census  of 

Average  number  of  persons  per  bouse  4.5  1901. 


TABLE  II. 
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Population 
estimated  to 

middle  of 
each  year. 

Births 

Registered 

Deaths 
at  all  ages. 

Deaths 

under 

One  Year. 

1899  ... 

2,657 

68 

35 

10 

1900  ... 

2,657 

83 

43 

11 

1901  ... 

2,615 

80 

39 

11 

1902  ... 

2,615 

68 

42 

9 

1903  ... 

2,615 

64 

36 

10 

1904  ... 

2,615 

74 

38 

9 

1905  ... 

2,615 

63 

38 

:  8 

1906  ... 

2,615 

59 

32 

5 

r 

1907  ... 

2,615 

64 

35 

*) 

\ 

1908  ... 

2,615 

72 

25 

4 

Averages  of  Years 

1899  to  1908  ... 

2,623 

69 

36 

8 

1909  ... 

2,615 

72 

37 

1 

TABLE  III. 

Case s  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year ,  1909. 


Notifiable  Disease. 


Small-pox 

•Cholera 

Diphtheria  including 
Membranous  Croup  . 
Erysipelas 
Scarlet  fever  ... 
Typhus  fever  ... 
Enteric  fever  ... 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 
Puerperal  fever 
Plague 


Totals 


CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT 
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Isolation  Hospital  for  Small-pox,  at  Jollybody — Tent. 


25  to  65. 

65  and 
upwards. 


TABLE  IV.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1909. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  croup  ... 

Croup 

'j  Typhus 

Fever  (  Enteric 
lever(  Other 

'  continued 
Epidemic  influenza  ... 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Gastritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas  ... 

Other  septic  diseases  ... 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular 
diseases  ... 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 
Pneumonia  ... 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  organs  ... 
Alcoholism  ’ 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ) 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides 


All  other  causes 
All  causes 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occuring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 


cn 

v 

XUO 

C8 


4 

3 


2 

4 


1 

15 

1 

1 


6 


V  >5  T3  * 

■o  S  c  t 

.5  -a 

— —  — — 
3 


! 


T3  . 
C  £ 


** 
a  u 
os  qj 

*§ 


VO 


■O  T3  T3 
V-  c  3 


43 


1  2  3 


3 


1 

1 


20 


cs 

m  - 
vO  CL 


14 


Deaths  at  all 
ages  of 
“  Residents” 
belonging  to 
Localities 
whether 
occurring  in 
or  beyond 
the  District. 


¥) 

TJ  T5 

c  £ 

*  £ 
f?g. 
p 


*T3 


OS 


OS 
to 

vD  CL 

3 


Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
Residents  or 
Non-residents 
in  Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 


Nuisances.  A  few  ordinary  nuisances  have  occurred  and  have 
been  abated  when  attention  was  called  to  them.  The  piggeries  adjacent 
to  the  North  Council  School  at  Frosterley  have  been  removed.  Two 
stopped  drains  in  Frosterley  were  promptly  opened  and  rectified. 

New  Houses  and  Buildings.  Two  new  houses  have  been 
•erected  near  the  South  Council  School,  Frosterley.  The  new  Institute 
at  Frosterley  has  been  completed,  and  opened;  the  building  contains  a 
caretaker’s  house,  and  new  drainage  has  been  put  down.  A  new  Church 
Hall  has  also  been  completed  and  opened  in  Frosterley  ;  new  drainage 
for  this  was  put  down  and  a  new  privy  and  ashpit  provided  for  the 
adjoining  cottage.  Mr.  John  Wearmoutli  has  re-modelled  a  cottage  and 
provided  a  new  privy  and  ash-pit  for  it  at  a  safe  distance  awa}^.  A  new 
institute  and  caretaker’s  house  have  been  erected  and  occupied  at 
Rookhope.  A  new  house  has  been  erected  there  by  Mr.  John  \Vestgarth 

Alteration  to  Houses.  The  stationmaster’s  house  at  Frosterley 
has  been  provided  with  a  bath.  The  Hare  and  Hounds  Inn,  Frosterley, 
has  been  greatly  improved  by  the  provision  of  new  public  and  domestic 
accommodation,  and  the  removal  of  a  stable  which  formerly  adjoined 
the  house. 

Water  Closets,  Etc.  These  have  been  provided  at  the  new 
Institute,  the  Church  Hall,  and  the  Hare  and  Hounds  Inn,  Frosterley. 
A  new  privy  has  been  provided  at  Unthank. 

Flooding.  A  large  flood  water  drain  has  been  provided  at 
Frosterley.  It  is  constructed  of  sanitary  pipes,  and  has  been  brought 
from  the  old  mill  dam  which  drains  into  the  Wear  up  to  the  highway. 

I  actories  and  Workshops.  There  are  seven  limestone  and  one 
whinstone  quarry  in  my  district.  The  men  employed  all  work  under 
healthy  conditions.  There  are  no  workshops. 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children.  This  new  departure 
is  now  being  attended  to  under  the  County  Council.  Cases  of  throat 
trouble,  dental  decay  and  visual  error  etc.  are  being  detected  and  the 
parents  notified  thereof.  Nothing  but  good  for  the  rising  generation 
can  result  from  this. 

T  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAS.  BANNERMAN,  M.B.  iedin.) 


Stanhope,  January,  1910. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
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DERWENT  DISTRICT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Weardale  Rural  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  your  notice  my  Report  for  the  year 
1009,  with  Statistical  Tables. 

Physical  Features  and  General  Character.  The  greatest 
part  of  the  district  is  composed  of  moorland,  with  an  altitude  of 
700  to  1800  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  The  total  area  is  13,144 
acres  or  about  20  square  miles.  The  river  Derwent  rises  at  the  head 
of  the  district  and  flows  through  it  A  few  acres  are  under  cereals, 
and  a  considerable  portion  is  permanent  pasture.  The  inhabitants  are 
principally  employed  in  rearing  sheep  and  cattle. 

Population.  this  is  rather  more  in  summer  than  in  winter, 
a  few  of  the  houses  not  being  occupied  in  the  latter  season.  Census 
population  for  1901,  429. 

\  ital  Statistics.  12  births  and  9  deaths  were  registered. 
Birth  rate  24. S.  Death  rate  18.8  on  estimated  population  of  460. 
Xo  Zymotic  death  rate.  Infantile  mortality,  none. 

House  Accommodation.  This  is  ample.  Many  of  the  houses 
are  unoccupied.  A  few  of  the  older  houses  are  built  back  to  back. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.  The  Villages  are  sufficiently  drained 
The  rainfall  of  the  district  is  heavy,  so  that  the  drains  are  usually 
well  flushed. 

Excrement  Disposal.  The  privy  system  is  in  use,  there  being 
only  two  water  closets  which  empty  themselves  on  to  the  land,  a 
considerable  distance  from  the  houses.  The  contents  of  the  privies  are 
periodically  emptied  and  used  as  manure.  The  portion  of  the  house 
refuse  which  is  of  no  value  as  manure  is  thrown  on  to  the  waste  land 
on  the  moor. 


TABLE  f. — For  whole  District 
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•Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 


Total  population  at  all  ages 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house 


covered  by  water) 

18,144 

420 

110 

At  eensus 

of 

3.9 

1901. 

TABLE  II. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to 

middle  of 
each  year. 

Births 

Registered 

Deaths 
at  all  ages. 

Deaths 

under 

One  Year. 

1899  ... 

473 

6 

8 

0 

1900  ... 

463 

10 

8 

1 

1901  ... 

454 

13 

5 

0 

1902  ... 

484 

6 

5 

0 

1903  ... 

460 

12 

4 

0 

1904  ... 

450 

10 

10 

1 

1905  ... 

450 

13 

6 

0 

1906  ... 

465 

14 

2 

0 

1907  ... 

440 

3 

5 

0 

1908  ... 

450 

r* 

O 

9 

1 

Averages  of  Years 

1899  to  1908  ... 

458.9 

9.2 

6.2 

.3 

1909  ... 

460 

12 

9 

0 

TABLE  III. 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year ,  1909. 


CASES 

NOTIFIED 

IN  WHOLE 

DISTRICT 

AT 

AGES 

-YEARS 

Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all  ages 

I 

|  Under  1. 

1  to  5. 

J _ _ _ _  1 

io 

o 

iO 

O 

CM 

o  1 

IX*; 
r— 1 

O 

o 

o 

o 

|  65  and 

upwards. 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  including 
Membranous  Croup  ... 
Erysipelas 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

Typhus  fever . 

Enteric  fever  ... 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 
Puerperal  fever 

Plague 

1 

\ 

- v - 

jL  o  tills  •  •  •  •  • 

\ 

Isolation  Hospital  for  Small-pox  at  Jollybody — Tent. 


TABLE  IV.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1909. 


Causes  of  Death 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
"Residents”  whether  occuring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 


Deaths  at  all 
ages  cf 
Residents  ” 
belonging  to 
Localities 
whether 
occurring  in 
or  beyond 
the  District. 
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^  o  c  v  -  £ 
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Sinall-pox  ... 

Measles 
Scarlet  fever 
Whooping-ough 
Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  croup 
Croup 

\  Typhus 
, i  (  Enteric 

['ever  (Other 

)  continued 

Epidemic  influenza 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Castritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas  ... 

Other  septic  diseases 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular 
diseases  ... 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease  ... 

lironehitis  ... 
Pneumonia  ... 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of 

respiratory  organs  ... 
Alcoholism  ' 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  1 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 
Accidents 
Suicides 
Niphritis 
Hemiplegia  .. 
Oangrene 
Apoplexy 
All  other  causes 

A 11  causes 
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Total  Deaths 
whether  of 
Residents  or 
Non-residents 
in  Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 


Water  Supply.  This  is  pure  and  abundant,  derived  from 
natural  springs  which  are  numerous.  The  villages  of  Edmond  byres 
and  Ruffside  have  public  supplies. 

Places  over  which  the  Council  have  Supervision.  There 
are  no  lodging  houses,  bakehouses,  workshops,  workplaces,  slaughter¬ 
houses,  or  offensive  trades.  The  two  Elementary  Schools  are  kept  in 
good  sanitary  condition. 

MilkshOps  and  Dairies.  There  are  no  places  where  milk  is 
publicly  exposed  for  sale,  though  this  article  is  disposed  of  in 
small  quantities  to  neighbours  by  persons  who  keep  cows.  Many 
of  the  householders  keep  one  or  two  cows  for  their  own  domestic 
supply. 


Nuisances.  No  nuisances  have  been  complained  of. 

Infectious  Diseases.  There  has  been  an  Epidemic  of 
Whooping  Cough  in  the  district,  and  one  case  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

Inspection  of  District.  The  District  has  been  visited 
several  times  by  your  Inspector,  and  is  under  my  own  constant 
observation. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

i 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


January,  1910. 


ANDREW  VEITCH,  M.D. 


WOLSINGHAM  DISTRICT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Weardale  Rural  District 

Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  report,  briefly  indicating  the  condition  of 
this  district  as  regards  health  during  the  year  1909,  with  the  usual 
statistical  returns. 

The  estimated  population  is  3, GOO, 

Births.  There  were  82  births  registered  during  the  year, 
which  is  equivalent  to  a  birth  rate  of  22.7  per  1,000  population  per 
annum.  The  County  rate  being  35.5  for  the  same  period. 

Deaths.  There  were  40  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
which  equals  a  death  rate  of  11.1.  The  County  rate  being  15.7. 

Possibly  this  low  mortality  rate  is  partly  accounted  for  by  the 
favourable  weather  (from  a  health  point  of  view)  experienced  during  the 
summer  months,  but  undoubtedly  improved  sanitation,  especially  in 
scavenging  and  cleansing,  and  the  removal  of  all  refuse  likely  to  harbour 
flies,  has  played  no  small  part  in  the  diminution  of  infant  mortality. 

Infectious  Disease.  I  received  70  notifications  of  infectious 
disease  during  the  year,  made  up  as  follows  : 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  G7 

Erysipelas  ...  ...  ...  2 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  1 

During  the  whole  of  the  year  1908,  and  up  to  the  beginning 
of  August  of  this  year,  there  were  no  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  this 
district. 


In  August  the  disease  became  again  seriously  prevalent,  and 
continued  so.  without  relaxation,  to  the  end  of  the  year.  The  disease 
was  of  a  mild  type,  and  no  deaths  resulted  from  it,  but  the  very  mildness 
of  the  disease  is  probably  one  of  the  chief  causes  of  its  persistence,  for 
its  fatality  has  so  markedly  decreased  that  it  now  inspires  no  dread  in 
the  minds  of  parents. 

In  a  large  proportion  of  the  cases  effective  isolation  was  an 
absolute  impossibility,  in  consequence  of  inefficient  accommodation. 

In  all  probability  the  disease  emanated  from  the  epidemic  of 
1907.  In  no  disease  is  greater  tenacity  displayed,  bedding  and  clothes 
which  have  been  put  away  for  years,  unless  thoroughly  disinfected,  may 
convey  contagion. 


After  the  termination  of  all  scarlet  fever  cases,  disinfection  of 
the  rooms  infected  is  carried  out  whenever  practicable,  and  throughout 
the  illness  proper  disinfectants  are  supplied  free  by  your  Council. 

Whooping  Cough  became  prevalent  during  the  last  quarter  of 
the  year,  and  in  consequence  I  recommended  the  closure  of  the  Elementary 
Schools  for  four  weeks,  but  in  my  opinion  school  closure  did  not  tend 
to  lessen  the  spread  of  this  disease,  nor  influence  favourably  the 
prevalence  of  scarlet  lever,  owing  to  the  indiscriminate  visiting  at  infected 
houses  by  parents  and  children. 


Before  the  re-opening  of  the  schools  they  were  thoroughly 
disinfected  under  your  Inspector’s  supervision. 

Infant  Mortality.  Seven  infants  died  under  1  year  of  age, 
which  gives  a  rate  of  85.3  per  1,000  births.  This  compares  favourably 
with  the  County  rate  of  124.  The  fifth  table  which  particularizes 
infant  mortality  was  not  received. 

Zymotics,  There  were  no  deaths  from  notifiable  infectious 

disease. 

Phthisis  and  other  Tubercular  Diseases  accounted  for  4 
deaths,  which  gives  a  death-rate  of  1.1  per  1,000  population. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  MATTERS. 

The  scavenging  has  been  carried  out  fairly  satisfactorily  during 
the  year  by  your  Council’s  Contractor. 

Water  Supply.  Several  new  houses  have  been  supplied  with 
water  from  the  mains  of  the  Consett  and  Weardale  Water  Company. 
The  total  number  of  houses  supplied  with  water  being  507.  The  water 
is  of  good  quality. 

Two  houses  in  Meadhope  have  been  improved  by  cementing 
part  of  the  yard. 

Westfield  Farm  House  has  been  enlarged  and  improved  in  all 

respects. 


A  small  bedroom  in  a  house  in  Waskerley  Lane,  has  had  a 
proper  ventilating  window  put  in,  after  a  complaint  to  the  ovrntr  by 
your  inspector. 

Sewers.  The  Sewers  have  been  regularly  flushed. 

New  Houses.  A  new  farm  house  has  been  erected  at  High 
Houselop,  and  the  old  dwelling  house  has  been  converted  into  byers, 
according  to  plans  passed  by  your  Council. 

Two  new  houses  have  been  built  in  Angate  Street,  and  one 
in  the  Causeway.  The  two  former  are  occupied. 


Vital  Stati  sties  of  whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  years. 


TABLE  L — For  whole  District. 
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•Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  21,052 

...  3,500 


003 


1 


Total  population  at  all  ages 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ....... 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  5.3  ) 


At  census  of 
1901. 


TABLE  II. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to 

middle  of 
each  year. 

Births 

Registered 

Deaths 
at  all  ages. 

Deaths 

under 

One  Year. 

1899  ... 

3,450 

58 

47 

2 

1900  ... 

3,450 

72 

46 

6 

1901  ... 

3,500 

75 

55 

8 

1902  ... 

3,500 

106 

51 

12 

1903  ... 

3,500 

94 

37 

12 

1904  ... 

3,500 

92 

41 

9 

1905  ... 

3,500 

100 

42 

8 

1906  ... 

3,600 

77 

61 

8 

1907  ... 

3,600 

96 

41 

10 

1908  ... 

3,600 

81 

54 

8 

Averages  of  Years 

8.3 

1899  to  1908  ... 

3,520 

85.1 

45.5 

1909  ... 

[3,600 

82 

40 

7 

TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year,  1909. 


Notifiable  Disease.  • 

CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT 

At  all  ages. 

AT  AGES - YEARS 

j  Under  1. 

j  1  to  5. 

o 

r-1 

o 

•4-< 

o 

j  15  to  25. 

j  25  to  65. 

I  65  and 

upwards. 

Small-pox 

Cholera 

Diphtheria  including 
Membranous  Croup  ... 
Erysipelas 

Scarlet  fever  ... 
Typhus  fever  ... 

Enteric  fever  ... 
Relapsing  fever 
Continued  fever 
Puerperal  fever 

Plague 

1 

2 

G7 

23 

1 

27 

15 

2 

9 

w 

JTotals  •  •  •  •  •  • 

70 

23 

28 

15 

A 

Isolation  Hospital  for  Small-pox  at  Jollyhody — Tent. 


TABLE  IV.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  heath  during  Year  VJOO. 


Causes  of  Death. 


Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping-cough 

Diphtheria  and 

Membranous  croup  .. 

Croup 

J  Typhus 
Enteric 
Other 
continued 

Epidemic  influenza  .. 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea 

Enteritis 

Gastritis 

Puerperal  fever 

Erysipelas  ... 

Other  septic  diseases ... 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular 
diseases  ... 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 
Pneumonia  ... 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  organs  ... 
Alcoholism  > 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ) 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 

Heart  diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides 


All  other  causes 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occuring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 


2 

2 

5 


1 

3 

3 

3 


15 


<u 

a 


v> 


All  causes 


40 


rt  -C  !°  T3 
i  £  o  =  o  ~  r. 
1  —  ct  s  re 

m  c  i/.  n 


1 

3 


1  1 


1  1 


7  3 


a  u 

i 


IT, 
TJ  C 

r»  , 

rs  5 

'o'S 


1 

3 


cfl 
:  T3 


2 


5 


15 


10 


Deaths  at  all 
ages  rf 
“  Residents" 
belonging  to 
Localities 
whether 
occurring  in 
or  beyond 
the  District. 
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whether  of 
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Non-residents 
in  Public 
Institutions 
in  the 
District. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  igogy 
for  the  Wolsingham  Rural  District  of  Wear  dale. 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Work¬ 
places  and  Homework. 


Including  Inspections  made  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

W  ritten 
Notices. 

Pros¬ 

ecution. 

Factories  ... 

Including  Factory  Laundries) 

Workshops .  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces ... 

2 

NIL 

NIL. 

Total  ...  ... 

2 

A  Sanatorium  was  opened  at  Wolsingham  during  the 
summer,  by  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  and  Cure  of  Consumption  in 
the  County  of  Durham.  The  house  will  accommodate  28  women. 

The  whole  of  the  drainage  was  overhauled  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  your  inspector. 

Cow  Byres.  Several  Cow  Byres  in  the  Elm  Park  district, 
were  inspected  and  found  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  Formal 
notices  have  been  given  to  the  owners  to  improve  them. 

Nuisances.  The  nuisances  occurring  during  the  year  were 
principally  in  connection  with  insanitary  yards  and  defective  privies. 
Many  of  these  were  promptly  abated  on  notice  being  given  by  your 
inspector,  but  in  several  instances  the  owners  are  very  dilatory  and 
have  not  yet  carried  out  your  Inspector’s  instructions. 

Serious  pollution  of  the  Heathery  Cleugh  Burn,  near  Tow  Law, 
by  sewerage,  occurred  during  the  summer.  The  Tow  Law  Urban  Council 
have  put  down  filtering  beds  to  prevent  this  occurring  again. 

High  Wiserley  Farm.  I  have  again  to  point  out  that  this 
farm  has  not  a  proper  water  supply,  which  is  especially  dangerous,  as 
Cows  are  kept  here  and  butter  is  made  for  sale. 

Inspections.  Systematic  inspections  have  been  made  by  myself 
and  also  accompanied  by  your  inspector,  several  times  during  the  year. 

Factory  and  Workshops.  All  were  inspected  and  found 
satisfactory. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Wolsingham. 


R.  H.  O.  GARBUTT,  M.O.H. 


ST.  JOHN’S  DISTRICT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Weardale  Rural  District 


0 


Council. 


Gentlemen, 


I  beg  respectfully  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  with 
the  usual  tables  of  vital  statistics,  workshops,  laundries,  workplaces, 
and  homework  premises. 

Acreage  is  36,096  acres. 

General  Description  of  District.  Vide  Report  for  1907. 

Population.  The  census  population  of  1901  was  stated  to  be 
3186,  although  it  is  probable  that  this  number  has  decreased.  The 
comparatively  high  death  rate  for  a  rural  district,  and  the  low  birth 
rate  would  seem  to  indicate  on  the  one  hand  a  diminution  of  the  virile 
element  of  the  community,  and,  on  the  other,  the  presence  in  greater 
number  of  the  aged  part  of  the  population.  If  this  be  correct,  then  the 
inference  seems  clear  that  the  population  is,  and  must  continue  to  be, 
on  the  wane.  Employment,  has  been  bad  and  irregular  and  many  have 
been  compelled  to  seek  work  elsewhere.  Indeed  at  no  time  during  the 
last  fifteen  years  has  there  been  more  irregularity  and  scarcity  of 
employment.  One  important  iron  stone  mine  has  been  closed  for 
months,  and  at  present,  there  is  little,  if  any,  hope  entertained  as  to  its 
early  re-opening.  Strikes  at  one  quarry,  and  irregularity  of  work  at 
others,  have  also  contributed  to  the  ranks  of  the  unemployed. 

The  stability  of  the  population  rests  to  a  great  extent  on  the 
small  land  holdings  which  are  so  conspicuous  a  character  of  the 
agricultural  industry  in  this  district,  and  which  are  so  largely  taken 
advantage  of.  ( )ne  redeeming  feature  in  the  whole  situation  is  the  cheap 
railway  facilities  which  are  offered  workmen  who  are  travelling  outside 
the  district  to  and  from  their  work. 

Births.  There  were  68  births,  27  males  and  31  females,  as 
compared  with  67  in  1908.  This  is  equal  to  21.3  per  1000  of  the 
population,  and  is  a  low  birth  rate,  contrasting  unfavourably  with  the 
administrative  County  of  Durham  which  equals  35.5  per  1000  of  the 
inhabitants. 


Deaths.  There  were  63  deaths,  as  compared  with  54  in  1908.* 
This  is  equal  to  19.7  per  1000,  and  is  a  very  high  death  rate  for  a  rural 
community,  the  highest  indeed  which  has  taken  place  since  1896.  It 
contrasts  very  unfavourably  with  the  rate  for  the  administrative  County 
of  Durham  which  was  for  last  year  only  15.7.  1909,  in  respect  of  the 

death  rate  for  this  district,  was  quite  an  exceptional  year.  There  are 
certain  features  however,  which  must  be  taken  into  account  in  explaining 
this  high  death  rate  For  instance,  included  in  the  deaths  are  two  which 
took  place  in  institutions  outside  the  locality,  but  for  purposes  of  official 
tabulation  must  be  included  in  this  district.  Then  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  whooping  cough  was  very  prevalent,  and  to  this  disease  four 
deaths  are  ascribed.  In  addition  there  were  no  less  than  three  deaths 
from  accidents,  an  abnormally  high  death  rate  from  this  cause.  All 
these  factors  explain  the  existence  of  an  unusually  high  death  rate. 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  equals  1.56  per  thousand  of  the  inhabitants: 
The  rate  for  the  administrative  County  for  the  year  1909  is  1.61.  Four 
deaths  took  place  from  whooping  cough,  and  one  from  diphtheria. 

Infant  Mortality.  The  infant  mortalitv  for  the  year  1909  was 
better  than  compared  with  1908,  and  was  at  the  rate  of  102  9  per 
thousand  births.  It  compares  favourably  also  with  the  rate  for  the 
administrative  County  which  is  151.  Of  the  seven  deaths  registered 
three  occurred  under  the  age  of  one  week  ;  one  between  two  and  three 

weeks  ;  one  between  one  and  two  months  ;  one  between  three  and  four 
months  ;  and  one  between  six  and  seven  months.  Of  the  three  who  died 

under  the  age  of  one  week,  one  lived  only  a  few  minutes.  Two  of  the 
deaths  were  ascribed  to  premature  birth,  one  to  laryngitis,  two  to 
whooping  cough,  one  to  marasmus,  and  one  to  atelectasis  or  imperfect 
expansion  of  the  lungs  at  births. 

Consumption,  Phthisis,  or  Tuberculosis  There  was  an  un¬ 
usually  high  death  rate  from  this  cause,  more  deaths  being  attributed 
to  it  than  have  taken  place  for  several  years  past.  The  rate  is  3.1  per 
thousand  of  the  community,  and  contrasts  very  unfavourably  with  the 
rate  for  the  administrative  County  which  is  only  0  91.  Various  reasons 
may  be  urged  for  this  high  death  rate.  To  begin  with,  five  or  half  the 
deaths  were  due  to  pulmonary  tuberculosis  or  consumption  of  the  lungs, 
the  other  half  to  tuberculosis  of  other  organs  in  the  body.  One  marked 
feature  of  the  death  rate  from  this  cause  was  the  age  of  the  patients, 
two  being  over  65  years  of  age.  It  is  difficult  to  explain  the  discrepancy 
between  the  death  rate  from  this  cause  in  1909,  and  the  four  years 
previous,  when  the  low  death  rate  of  only  four  each  year  was  registered. 
There  can  be  no  doubt  from  a  careful  analysis  of  the  deaths  that  the 
year  1909  was  quite  exceptional,  so  far  as  this  cause  is  concerned,  and 
that  there  need  be  no  apprehension  as  to  the  steady  decline  in  the  rate, 
and  finally,  if  science  can  be  trusted  all,  to  the  effective  stamping  out  of 
the  disease.  One  gratifying  aspect  of  the  year  was  the  low  infant 
mortality  from  this  cause. 


Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Orqans  are  accountable  for  four 
deaths,  or  at  the  rate  of  1.2  per  thousand  of  the  population.  In  this 
respect  it  compares  favourably  with  the  rate  for  the  administrative 
County  which  is  2.38. 

Ages  at  Death  Seven  were  persons  under  one  year,  five  over 
one  and  under  five  years,  two  over  five  and  under  fifteen,  three  over 
fifteen  and  under  twenty-five,  six  over  twenty- five  and  under  sixty-five, 
and  twenty  over  sixty-five,  of  whom  five  were  eighty  years  and  upwards. 
The  greatest  age  recorded  for  the  year  was  eightv-five  years. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  were  twelve  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  through¬ 
out  the  year  as  compared  with  five  in  1903.  Of  these,  three  were  cases 
of  diphtheria,  five  erysipelas,  and  four  scarlet  fever.  Disinfectants  were 
supplied  in  each  case.  At  Middlehope,  Westgate,  one  patient  died  from 
diphtheria  early  in  January,  1909. 

In  addition  there  was  a  wide  spread  epidemic  of  whooping 
cough  which  accounts  for  no  less  than  four  deaths  of  children  under 
two  years  of  age. 

The  epidemic  seriously  affected  the  attendance  of  the  children 
at  the  different  schools  in  the  dale,  more  particularly  at  St.  John’s 
Chapel,  where  after  consultation  with  the  local  representatives  of  your 
council,  it  was  deemed  necessary  to  close  the  school  for  a  time. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

Water  Supplies.  The  whole  of  the  villages  in  mv  district 
have  good  water  supplies  provided  by  the  council,  each  village  having 
several  stand-pipes  erected. 

In  cases  needing  private  supplies  from  the  council,  mains  have 
been  put  in. 

The  Cowshill  water-tank  has  been  enlarged. 

The  Newhouse  water  supply  from  which  West  Black  Dene  is 
supplied  was  found  polluted,  but  the  tank  was  over-hauled  and  the 
matter  put  in  order. 

New  Houses.  A  new  dwelling  house  has  been  erected  at 
Westgate. 

At  Wearhead  two  new  houses  have  been  erected,  and  one  at 
ih>od  Street,  St.  John's  Chapel.  These  three  have  private  water  supplies 

Additions  to  Long  Lea  Farm  House  have  been  made. 

Bath  Rooms.  A  new  bath  room  with  lavatory  and  W.C.  has 
been  provided  at  the  Commercial  Hotel,  Cowshill,  and  a  new  bath  room 
with  similar  accessories  has  been  built  by  Mr.  Dawson  at  St.  John’s 
Chapel.  In  both  cases  hot  water  systems  have  been  put  in. 


Vital  Statistics  o!  whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  years. 


TABLE  I. — For  whole  District 
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w  Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  36,096 

Total  population  at  all  acres  ...  3,186  ) 

1  1  #  (At  census  of 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  ...  803  ^  1901. 

Areraga  number  of  persons  per  house  3.9  ) 


TABLE  II. 


Year. 

Population 
estimated  to 

middle  of 
each  year. 

Births 

Registered 

Deaths 
at  all  ages. 

Deaths 

under 

One  Year. 

1899  ... 

3,400 

59 

47 

2 

1900  ... 

3‘400 

73 

46 

6 

1901  ... 

3,186 

56 

45 

7 

1902  ... 

3,186 

72 

56 

15 

1903  ... 

3,186 

68 

47 

4 

1904  ... 

3,180 

67 

58 

5 

1905  ... 

3,186 

75 

55 

6 

1900  ... 

3,186 

67 

51 

5 

1907  ... 

3,186 

78 

44 

6 

1908  ... 

3,186 

67 

54 

9 

Averages  of  Years 

1899  to  1908  ... 

3,228 

68 

50 

6 

1909  ... 

3,186 

68 

63 

7 

TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year ,  1009. 

CASES  NOTIFIED  IN  WHOLE  DISTRICT 
AT  AGES - YEARS 
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Membranous  Croup  ... 
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Erysipelas 

5 

Scarlet  fever  ... 
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Isolation  Hospital  for  Small-pox  at  Jollyhody—Tent. 


65  and 


TABLE  IV.  Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1909. 


Causes  of  Death. 


F  ever 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of 
“Residents”  whether  occuring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 
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Small-pox  ... 

Measles 
Scarlet  fever 
Whooping-cough 
Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  croup 
Croup 
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f  Enteric 
l  Other 
/  continued 
Epidemic  influenza 
Cholera 
Plague 
Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Gastritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas  ... 

Other  septic  diseases 
Phthisis 

Other  tubercular 
diseases  ... 

Cancer,  malignant 
disease  ... 

Bronchitis  ... 
Pneumonia  ... 

Pleurisy 
Other  diseases  of 
respiratory  organs  ... 
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Cirrhosis  of  Liver  f 
Venereal  diseases 
Premature  birth 
Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 
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Accidents 
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Deaths  at  all 
ages  of 
“  Residents” 
belonging  to 
Localities 
whether 
occurring  in 
or  beyond 
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in  Public 
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Tabic  V. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1909 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Ape. 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 
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Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria  :  Croup  ... 
Whooping  Cough 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 

Enteritis,  muco- 

enteritis. 

G  astro-enteritis 

Gastritis,  Gastro-  ) 
intestinal  Catarrh  j 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects  ... 

Injury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk 
Starvation 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

Marasmus  ... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis 
Tabes  Mesenterica 

Other  Tuberculous 

Diseases  ... 

Erysipelas  ... 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis 

( not  Tuberculous )  ... 

Convulsions... 
Bronchitis  ... 
Laryngitis  ... 
Pneumonia  ... 
Suffocation,  overlying 

Other  Causes 
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11 
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Births  in  the  year 


Population  estimated  to  middle  of  1909 
legitimate  . .  63 

Deaths  in  the  year  of 

illegitimate  ..  5 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Age*  .. 


3,186 

f  legitimate  infants  ..  6 
(  illegitimate  infant*. .  1 

63 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  igog, 
for  the  St.  John's  Rural  District  of  Weardale . 


Factories,  Workshops,  Laundries,  Work¬ 
places  and  Homework. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of 

Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Pros¬ 

ecution. 

Factories  . 

Including  Factory  Laundries) 

NIL 

NIL. 

Worshops .  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

NIL. 

NIL. 

Workplaces . 

7"  o  tal  •  •  •  •  •  • 

New  Privies.  Two  new  privies  and  ashpits  have  been  built 
at  Wearhead,  two  at  Ireshopeburn,  and  one  at  Burtreeford. 

W  ater  Closets.  A  new  water  closet  has  been  provided  at  the 
Vestry,  Wesleyan  Chapel,  Wearhead. 

Private  Drains.  The  Ireshopeburn  new  private  drain,  to 
twenty-three  houses  have  been  connected  with  the  new  sewer. 

Sewerage  Works.  As  before. 

Sewage  Disposal.  A  sewage  disposal  field  has  been  provided 
for  the  village  of  Ireshopeburn. 

Houses  Disinfected.  Houses  at  Shield  Close,  The  Pryse, 
Westgate,  Lanehill,  and  Maiden  Bower,  were  disinfected  after  the 
occurrence  of  infectious  diseases. 

Nuisances.  The  principal  nuisance  brought  to  my  notice  was 
a  very  damp  wall  at  a  house  in  Westgate.  The  kitchen  wall  and 
another  damp  wall  caused  by  an  ash-pit  being  against  the  outside  wall. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  to  abate  the  nuisance  in  each  case. 

New  Cow  Byres  and  Dairies.  A  very  good  cow-bvre  has  been 
erected  at  Low  Houses,  Westgate,  it  is  well  lighted,  with  plenty  of  air 
space  and  ventilation,  and  has  cement  channels. 

A  new  back  kitchen  and  dairy  has  been  provided  at  Mr. 
Nattrass’  Farm,  Ireshopeburn,  replacing  a  small  dairy  underneath  the 
stairs. 

SANITARY  REQUIREMENT^ 

1.  Refuse  depots  for  the  different  villages. 

2.  The  continuance  of  the  work  of  improving  the  cow  byres. 

3.  To  continue  to  distribute  information  to  the  public  in 
regard  to  the  best  means  of  preventing  consumption. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  EASTON. 


St.  John’s  Chapel, 

January  29th,  1910. 


